WINTER 2018

Greetings from SARAH SMART,
FOL BOARD TREASURER
As year-end approaches, the Friends have a great deal for which to
be thankful. Our 2017 monetary gift to SGRL may be a record breaker.
Donations that make book sales flourish have been bountiful, and our
members and volunteers are invincible and faithful.
Gene and Janet Toffolo have provided new outlets for fundraising
this year, namely, our first “Ye Olde Book Sale,” some online selling, “Flash
Bag Sales,” and our Valdosta Regional Airport book cart. This last endeavor has given visitors a
broader, favorable impression of our community and its values. A Durham, NC traveler who was
so grateful for FOL’s book cart wrote us a thank you letter and enclosed a generous donation that
more than covered the cost of a used paperback. We, of course, responded with a thank you letter
for the thank you letter.
Kay Scott has grown our membership roll this year, and I hope all our members will join us
at the Annual Meeting January 18, 2018 at Steel’s Jewelry. Put it on your calendar today and join
us for a true celebration of the FOL organization.
And, if there are people on your holiday gift list that are hard to buy for, consider a
donation to FOL in their name. Or a birthday gift. Or an anniversary present. It’s a wonderful
tribute for anyone who loves books and our library system.
Next year will be full of change and opportunity. With the help of our Friends, we’re up to
the challenge and will be creative in our continuing service to SGRL, our members, our patrons
and our public. Watch for new FOL communication options through Facebook, our website, emails and texts!

You are invited
To THE FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY Annual Meeting
January 18, 2018, 5-6:30 p.m.
Steel’s Jewelry, 3336 Country Club Rd.
Join us for convivial conversation with other Friends of the Library, a great silent auction,
door prizes, and wine, cheese, and snacks.

updated bookfellows schedule

Many thanks to Roberta George, who reviewed Gator Jack in October, to Monty
Miller, who reviewed Hidden Figures in November, and to Marilyn Miller, who
reviewed A Piece of the World in December.
DATE
December 11
January 22
February 26

BOOK TITLE
A Piece of the World
Hillbilly Elegy
Lady Susan, The Watsons, and
Sanditon

REVIEWER
Marilyn Miller
Hal Carter
Patricia Marks

Please Note: The Valdosta-Lowndes County Public Library will be changing locations in the Spring
of 2018. Please check for updates about the new location and possible library closure dates during
March and April.
March 19
April 16
May 21

Poisoner’s Handbook
The Quiet American
A Man Called Ove

Pepi Nelson
Patricia Tyson
Mary Helen Watson

All books, which are located on a shelf behind the Reference Desk of the Valdosta-Lowndes County Public
Library, may be checked out on the honor system. Note your selection on the list provided, along with your
name and the current date. Please return the book promptly once you are finished. If you have any questions,
you may call Mary Watson at 251-1909.
Thank you, leadership lowndes!
On Aug. 31, 2017, Leadership Lowndes held Sip & See the Giving Tree,” a fundraiser for the new Julia
Drive library location that raised $4550! The service project team included Courtney Gooding, Bush
Wealth Management; Ellen Hill, Valdosta Main Street office; Keyara Hamilton, Goodwill Career Center;
J.D. Dillard, South Georgia Regional Commission; Mark Mashburn, America’s Homeplace; and Greg
Moore, Commercial Real Estate Advisors. Thank you Leadership Lowndes!

Twenty years of fol (continued)
This is the sixth installment of The History of the Friends of the Library
by Liza Newsom, retired Library Director
MOVING INTO THE SECOND DECADE
In 2005 and 2006 Jody Leonard proved she knew how to draw a crowd. She oversaw two festive,
well-attended dinners at the main library. The Mediterranean dinner in March 2005 featured a
belly dancer who swayed enticingly in front of Lowndes County Commission chairman Rod Casey
while the library director cringed. Fortunately, the chairman seemed to enjoy it, but the library
director was relieved when the second dinner, a Polynesian affair in February 2006, did not
feature dancers.
As successful as those parties were, the ‘Dinner with Dean’ in 2006 blew them out of the water.
Library patrons were scalping tickets to the sold-out event, offering bribes to the director, and
paying full price for SRO with no meal included to hear Dean Poling, the beloved Valdosta Daily
Times columnist, read from his first book, COWBOY BOOTS AND PONY TALES. The reading area of
the main library was packed with tables and people as Alex McFadden presented Dean with FOL’s
first award for promoting libraries and reading.
To close out these two years of FOL social activity, on November 3, 2006, Merrilee and Bob
Casady hosted a FOL party at their home in honor of Anita Shelton. A FOL Board member since
1998 and a volunteer since 1995, Anita kept the bookstore crew of volunteers in stitches with her
quips every Thursday morning. One of Anita’s best comedic routines was with a large, standing
cutout of Fabio, a hunky romance novel cover boy. When the cutout was used to greet guests at
Anita’s party, some of her friends and family winced, but Anita loved it.
FOL felt loved when the Stone Creek Garden Club chose the group to be the 2006 beneficiary of the
Stone Creek Tour of Homes held on December 10, 2006.
On January 26, 2007, Sarah Smart, Merrilee Casady, Kay Scott and Liza Newsom went on a FOL
book-buying spree at the Barnes & Noble in Tallahassee. An iconic picture of Sarah Smart holding
the receipt—far taller than she—was featured in the next FOL newsletter. On March 1, 2007, the
ladies were guests of the Stone Creek Garden Club at a lovely luncheon where they were presented
with a check for FOL from the proceeds of the Stone Creek Christmas Tour of Homes.
One last party, a retirement party for library director Liza Newsom, was held at Kinderlou on
March 25, 2007. The festive evening with most of her favorite people is one of her fondest
memories. “Such fun! Although the Friends have always worked for our libraries, we have had
such fun. We are kindred spirits united in our love of libraries and books,” reminisced the retiring
director. “I would estimate that over the past decade, the Friends have donated over $500,000 to
our libraries and it shows. Our once moldy collection has been replaced with bright, shiny books
and over 75,000 items have been added.”
During the spring and summer of 2007, while South Georgia went up in smoke from the
Okefenokee wildfires, FOL began the process of adjusting to new library director Chuck Gibson
and his new ideas. Eventually, after a rocky period, FOL emerged a stronger and more
independent organization, no longer reliant on the library staff to handle its business activities.

Now Board members and other volunteers managed the bookkeeping, the membership records
and the group’s events.
In 2009, FOL purchased over $20,000 worth of books and media for our libraries and gave another
$5,000 to support library programs. A generous local donor provided an additional $10,000
through the Friends to upgrade all the computers in the library system. Violet Heidemann was
another generous donor for years. After FOL received a second check from her for dues in 2009,
new FOL president Merrilee Casady called to explain that Violet’s dues were already paid. “Oh,”
said Mrs. Heidemann, “I love the library so much that whenever I have an extra little money, I send
it to the Friends of the Library. The library has given me far more than I can ever repay.”

FOL BOARD MEMBERS TOUR NEW LIBRARY

For more photos, go to the Friends of South Georgia Regional Library Facebook page
or to the website sgrlfriends.org

In Memoriam
The FOL community mourns the death of . . .
Alex McFadden (April 20, 1929-Nov. 24, 2017), who helped organize Friends of the Library, served
as Chair and Parliamentarian, and volunteered in different capacities;
and
Donna Leonard (Aug. 7, 1933-Nov. 14, 2017), who, with her husband Larry, was a long-time FOL
member.

FOL Board Chair Karl Osmus holds a “Thank You” to Friends of the Library plaque signed
by our local librarians. The plaque was presented during a training day at the SGRL.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------Friends of the South Georgia Regional Libraries, Inc.
2018 Membership
_____ New Member

_____ Renewal

Name(s)_________________________________________________________
Address_____________________________________________________
Daytime Phone_________________

Email Address_____________________

_____ Please list me as an anonymous donor.
_____ Friend $35

_____ Special Friend $250

_____ Good Friend $50

_____ Best Friend $500

_____ Young Friend
(Student) $10
_____ SGRL
Employee $10

_____ Close Friend $100 _____ Beloved Friend $1000
Membership dues are for one calendar year. The Friends of South Georgia Regional
Libraries is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization. Your donation may be tax deductible.
_____ Check here if you would like a receipt for your donation.
Please send your check and this membership form to:
Friends of SGRL, P.O. Box 5511, Valdosta, GA 31603

